ICBBW Accomplishments in 2007

ICBBW Initiative Area Accomplishments towards a mission of creating safer, spirit-lifting lives and neighborhoods in West Center City, Hilltop, Cool Spring and Trinity Vicinity.  Monthly meetings and networking of a Community Leadership Guidance Group has helped to produce.

· New partnerships have been formed with WCCNPAC, LACC, Interfaith Community Housing of Delaware, YWCA Home Life Management, 5th District Planning Council and CLEAN

· Enhanced partnering and networking of current partners representing neighborhoods, faiths, community centers, police, state agencies serving children and people returning form prison to the community.

· Community events for families and children, community walks to create a faith presence on the streets, community cleanups and a growing set of positive relationships with community youth and families.

A Pastor’s for Community Ministries Group has established a charter for their work and is having monthly meetings to advance neighborhood actions that improve the quality of life for youth, families and neighborhoods.  This group has actively worked to create neighborhood events, walks and clean ups in West Center City.  It has also supported the Generations Together Workshop and initiative and is in the processes of creating after school tutoring and a faith community employment agency to establish better channels of education and job opportunity inner city youth and adults.  Two pastors are actively engaged in leading this initiative (Pastor John Graham and Elder Al Holden) with ICBBW support.

Interfaith dialogues and services have been developed for strengthening interfaith and cross-cultural understanding and caring by:

· Creating a positive and growing partnership with IMAC has lead to the formation of a Pastor’s for Community Ministries initiative. 

· Partnering with IMAC in promoting and enriching the success of the Survey of Faith Community Resources in Wilmington

· Partnering with IMAC to advance the interfaith nature of MLK events in January 2008

· Promoting and participating in one of the cities main Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at Spirit of Life Lutheran 

ICBBW has helped to sponsor and grow increasing capacity to build an enduring coalition that is better able to serve the developmental needs of children, youth, families and neighborhoods.   Citywide learning events were conducted to explore and learn from:

· A Communities that Care Workshop which was attended by a rich mix of faith, social agency, city and state representatives.

· A Search Institute overview of how developmental assents and community asset building can enrich the lives of youth and the families and neighborhoods in which they reside.  Over 25 youth and 25 adults representing community, city and state agencies participated.

· A Generations Together Workshop that engaged a rich mix of ages from 13 to 80 in looking at how to appreciate the human asset building for growing the positive development of youth in communities.  This workshop had over 45 participants representing 7 faith communities, African American and Latino cultures, community social and educational agencies.  This group made commitments and recommended actions to grow asset building capabilities in West Center City, Hilltop and city neighborhoods.

Collaboration with the United Way on a comprehensive survey of all faith-based organizations in the city, documenting outreach services and areas of partnerships with secular organizations.

ICBBW received its 501c3 designation in December thanks to the work of Rob Gurnee and others who helped.  We are now fully ready to leverage increasing success though funding initiatives.

ICBBW governance was advanced by the formation of a Board, an Advisory Board and by the continuing dedication and contribution of a Steering Community that has been the fundamental generator of all that we have accomplished.  

State funding for $30,000 is in the works to add to the establishment of needed funding to advance the work of the coalition.

